COLEFORD TOWN COUNCIL

At the monthly meeting of the Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday 27th July 2004 there were present: -


Councillors
Mrs J A Marrott (Mayor)




M T Weston (Deputy Mayor)




Mrs C Allaway-Martin




D J Atherley




C T Elsmore




A M Lacey




C Lusty




Mrs S Merrikin




N W Penny




J A Shaw

    


Peter Chamberlain – County Councillor




Sergeant Karen Clayton – Gloucestershire Constabulary 

APOLOGIES were received from Councillor Mrs J Baynham, Councillor C P Kay and Councillor R D Phelps.

POLICE UPDATE

Sergeant Clayton addressed the meeting, giving an update on crime figures.

To fully staff the Inspector Neighbourhood area requires 85 officers and support staff.  Currently the actual number of staff is being reviewed.

District Councillor Professor A Bensted joined the meeting at 7.03pm.

Sergeant Clayton continued by advising that the refurbished Coleford Police Station would reopen in the next few weeks.  Senior officers had not yet decided whether the cells would remain.

Turning to policing in Coleford Sergeant Clayton stated that she arrived in March when the main problem areas were Pyart Court and unsociable behaviour.  The plan to tackle the problem was to begin by using low key tactics with increasing severity as necessary.  All involved knew that this would take time.  Sergeant Clayton began by talking to the youths to create a diversion, but this did not work, the problems increased.  Currently the police are using high visibility and have been issuing tickets over the last few months.  CCTV was being used better to gather evidence.

The notices had been issued using the Anti Social Behaviour Order legislation.  If two notices are issued to an individual then an Anti Social Behaviour Contract can be issued.  Anti Social Behaviour Contract’s are contracts with an individual listing action which have to be agreed and adhered to and signed by the individual, an adult and a Police Inspector.  If the Contract fails then a full Anti Social Behaviour Order could be implemented.

Sergeant Clayton said that the police were appealing to the communities to help them gather evidence.  The information received would be used to send letters to the individuals concerned.  The traffic department was also involved.

Leaflets had been distributed to businesses and homes in Nash Way for details of problems to be completed and forwarded to the police.

Councillor Mrs S Merrikin asked if the leaflets could also be distributed in Hampshire Gardens and noted that whilst patrol cars were in Pyart Court in the early evenings problems occurred between 11 – 12pm.

Sergeant Clayton advised that the police were fully aware of the situation, many laws were being broken, much time and effort was being taken to solve the problems and the future held good news which she was unable to share at the moment.

Part of the police overall plan included preventing displacement and reports of incidents away from town would be dealt with.

Councillors expressed grave concerns regarding speeding in the town and problems created by road narrowing in Gloucester Road.

Sergeant Clayton replied the traffic department was pro-active, tackling speed and irresponsible driving from an anti social stance.  Now that she was aware of times and areas of problems those checks would increase.  

Members expressed concerns regarding illegal parking in the town which was often seen and ignored by the police as were incidents of untaxed vehicles parked on the road.  These matters were frequently observed in the early evening.

Sergeant Clayton was asked how many people had been prosecuted for using mobile telephones whilst driving but was unable to respond.

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott thanked everyone for the questions and thanked Sergeant Clayton for attending.

The minutes of the last meeting of the Council held on Tuesday 29th June 2004 having been circulated, were taken as read and signed by the Mayor as correct. 

Proposed Councillor C T Elsmore 
Seconded Councillor C Lusty

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Councillor C Lusty declared an interest in agenda number 5.4.

MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES NOT SHOWN ON THE AGENDA

97 (a)
SOCIAL MEETING FOR COUNCILLORS – UPDATE

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott had recently attended a social evening spent at the Norchard Steam Centre which included supper on the steam train.



97 (b)
DR BENNETT & PARTNERS – UPDATE

The original application to prescribe had been badly worded and was in fact a renewal of the consent already in operation.


SPECIAL AGENDA ITEMS

98.
RISK ASSESSMENTS

Assessments had been carried out.  Highest risks needed to be prioritised.  A working party was agreed.

99.
DATE FOR SALARY PAYMENTS

The payment of staff salaries on the 20th monthly was proposed by Councillor M Lacey, seconded by Councillor N Penny and agreed by all present.

100.
REMOVAL OF TREE STUMP – COLEFORD CEMETERY

Members agreed to obtain a price for the removal of the beech tree stump in Coleford Cemetery.

101.
ROYAL FOREST CENTRE COMMUNITY GARDENING PROJECT - FUNDING

The project workers who carry out weekly groundwork at the King George V field and cleaning of the pavilion require heavy-duty strimmers.  Councillor M Lacey proposed the sum of £350 towards this purchase given to the project.  This proposal was seconded by Councillor N Penny and agreed by members.  

102.
ROAD SAFETY – NEWLAND STREET

Councillor Mrs C Allaway-Martin had raised road safety issues in Newland Street at the recent Road Safety Liaison group meeting.  Particular concerns were for vulnerable users due to the speed, volume and types of vehicle using this road.  Notice had been given regarding the repositioning of the speed-restricted area.

103.
MILKWALL PLAY AREA – TREES AND WEEDS

The corner of the open area which had been temporarily fenced whilst shrubs became established now needed tidying and the fence removed.  One tree had died.

Monmouthshire County Council had advised that the bark in the play area required weeding and spraying. 

Councillor M Lacey proposed that these works be carried out and the dead tree removed and replaced. Councillor N Penny seconded the proposal which was agreed by all members.

104.
COLEFORD BADGES

Members looked at samples of badges.  Councillor M Lacey proposed that 200 lapel badges of the Coleford Crest be purchased.  Councillor N Penny seconded this.  All members agreed.

Councillor N Penny left the meeting at 8.10pm

105.
PLANS

The minutes of the Planning Meeting held on 13th July having been previously circulated were accepted as a true record and recommendations agreed accordingly. 

Proposed Councillor M Lacey
Seconded Councillor C Lusty

The recommendations of the Planning Meeting held at 6.30pm on 27th July were accepted as a true record and observations agreed accordingly.

Proposed Councillor M Lacey
Seconded Councillor Mrs S Merrikin

Present Councillors: - Dave Atherley, Chris Lusty, Janet Marrott, Sue Merrikin and Nick Penny.

Applicant


Proposals


Recommendations

DF1092/3/X (P0931/04/FUL)
Erection of a conservatory

No objections

9 Kings Meade

Coleford

DF571/C (P1117/04/FUL)
Alterations and extension to
No objections

Ivydene



dwelling, including roof 

Gorsty Knoll


alterations and a porch

Milkwall

DF268/A (P1118/04/FUL)
Erection of a retaining 

No objections

7 Coalway Road


boundary wall

Coalway

DF3807/4/R (P1139/04/FUL)
Use of north west of site for 
No objections

Land at:



storage in association with

Tufthorn Industrial Estate

Formpave Ltd.  Use of south 

Coleford



east of site for storage and 





refurbishment of portable





accommodation and storage





systems, including erection of





office and workshop.  Alterations





to vehicular access.

GLOUCESTERSHIRE NHS 

FAMILY HEALTH SERVICES

APPLICATION BY DR P J L BENNETT AND PARTNERS FOR OUTLINE CONSENT TO DISPENSE TO THE PARISHES OF LYDNEY, NEWNHAM, AWRE, BLAKENEY, COLEFORD, NEWLAND, AYLBURTON, ST BRIAVELS, HEWELSFIELD/BROCKWEIR, ALVINGTON, WOOLASTON/NETHEREND, TIDENHAM/STROAT AND WEST DEAN.

OBSERVATIONS: - No further observations.

DF4273/A (P1096/04/FUL)
Alterations and erection of

No objections

Spring Cottage


an entrance porch and a rear

17 Cinderhill


conservatory

Coleford

DF5076/C (P1099/04/FUL)
Alterations and conversion of
Object – Drainage (Hydraulic 

16 Gloucester Road

existing building to create two
overload).  Confer with police

Coleford



additional flats (seven flats in 
regarding parking





total) 







DF13023 (P1125/04/FUL)
Alterations and single storey
No objections

23 Victoria Road


extension to dwelling

Coleford

 
CORRESPONDENCE

106.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE 1ST – GLOUCESTERSHIRE RURAL ECONOMIC STRATEGY 2003/10


Receipt of the Strategy was noted.

107.
GAPTC – PROPOSITIONS FOR DEBATE AT AGM


Members did not wish to make any amendments to the propositions for debate.

108.
FODDC – REGENERATION SERVICES – ENGLISH PARTNERSHIPS COALFIELD PROGRAMME


Members agreed to await the emergence of available options before commenting.

109.
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT – ROUTE MANAGEMENT PUBLIC CONSULTATION RE A46/M50/A4


Members were concerned to have been denied consultation and request the town be included in future consultations

110.
GCC – NOTIFICATION OF FURTHER PROPOSED MODIFICATIONS TO GLOUCESTERSHIRE WASTE LOCAL PLAN


The proposed modifications were noted.

111.
EMAIL – GCC – NOTIFICATION OF GRANT FOR BUS SHELTER


Members were pleased to receive notification of the grant allocation.
112.
COPY LETTER – BREAM HEALTH FORUM TO GLOUCESTERSHIRE FAMILY HEALTH SERVICES RE APPLICATION TO DISPENSE – DR BENNETT


Receipt of the copy letter was noted.

113.
WEST GLOUCESTERSHIRE NHS PCT – EVERYBODY’S BUSINESS – REVIEW OF MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES


Councillor Mrs C Allaway-Martin asked all members to read their copy as the review was of significant importance to everyone.  Councillor Allaway-Martin suggested a sub group to formulate a response.


Councillors M Lacey, J Shaw, District Councillor Professor A Bensted and County Councillor P Chamberlain left the meeting at 8.45pm.

114.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE CONSTABULARY – INSPECTOR VESTEY AND QUESTIONNAIRE AND RURAL BEAT NEWS

The questionnaire was to be completed.

115.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE ENVIRONMENTAL TRUST – ANNUAL REPORT


Receipt of the report was noted.

116.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE MARKET TOWNS FORUM – MINUTES, NEWSLETTER AND WEB ACCESS


Information of the Market Towns Forum will be held on file.

117.
BREAM HEALTH FORUM


Minutes from the last Health Forum had been received and would be held on file.

118.
H LUSTY – SALE 18/9 – ST JOHN’S CHURCH, TANZANIA PROJECTS


Councillor C Lusty declared an interest in this item.


Members agreed permission for this sale.

119.
GCC – BUS SERVICES IN PARISH MAGAZINE


Bus service information is available to download into parish newsletters.  Members suggested this information be included on the Councils’ web site.

220.
INCA – ETCHING OF MOSAICS 


Inca Products are still awaiting a quotation for the tile etching at Mushet Walk.

221.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY ASSOCIATION OF THE BLIND 

Members noted that a re-launch week would take place between 18th and 26th September.

222.
SWRDA – RURAL FUTURE


Members noted that this publication was held on file.

223.
LICENSING ACT 2003 – FORMAL CONSULTATION ON FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL’S DRAFT LICENSING POLICY 2004  


The draft licensing policy was received.

224.
FODDC – LAND OFF STATION ROAD, MILKWALL – AGREEMENT


Members noted that the document was now signed and the proceeds received.

225.
GCC – OVERVIEW & SCRUTINY – HEALTH – TRANSPORT NHS SERVICES 


Councillor Mrs C Allaway-Martin agreed to read the document.

226.
BOWS (BUILDING ON WHAT’S SPECIAL) – CHARACTER ASSESSMENT


A copy of the Forest of Dean Landscape Charter Assessment and Appendices in held on file.


Councillor C Elsmore proposed an extension of the meeting to 9.15pm

227.
TAXI-LINK – FOREST OF DEAN AREA PASSENGER CONSULTATION QUESTIONNAIRE

A copy of a Passenger Consultation Questionnaire received.

228.
MEMBERS REPORTS 


Councillor Mrs C Allaway-Martin had attended a meeting with other members of the Newland Street Public Conveniences Working Party and Andrew Pendrey of the District Council.  The District Council had produced full documentation for the plans but there was no scale and elevations were incorrect.  The preparation work had been done but many significant issues which had previously been agreed in principle were not met including addressing condensation problems.  Parent, child access and disabled access was also contentious.

Councillor Allaway-Martin was concerned that the plan, in its current state, does not go forward.

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott thanked the working party for its efforts and advised that Mr Pendrey had been very surprised at the party’s response to the plan.

Councillor D Atherley had attended a meeting of the Wye Valley AONB’s launch of the Wye Valley Management Plan 2004-9. The tourist industry in the area employs 3000 is valued at £34million and receives 2.5million visitors.

Councillor C Lusty reported that the Buchanan Trust were recently unable to hold a full constitutional meeting as attendance was inadequate.  Coleford Bowls Club had highlighted the speed of vehicles within the grounds.

Councillor M Weston had attended the launch at Coleford’s 1st Responders at St John’s Ambulance Station.  10 local volunteers had been trained to carry out emergency care whilst awaiting the emergency services.  Coleford was the first town in the Forest of Dean to set up this service.  Councillor Weston congratulated both those who had worked to set the scheme up and the local volunteers.

Councillor Weston reported that sewage had recently ran from the Sunnybank area and foam had again erupted from the manhole in Newland Street.

Councillor Mrs S Merrikin reported that the Primary Care Trust had re-opened the GP lists in both Coleford practices.  Extra doctors had been brought in and this had helped ease the situation but regular checks were still necessary to ensure the lists remain open.

Councillor Mrs Allaway-Martin advised that the new GP contracts were to be signed in October and hoped that future GP staffing levels would be proactive and thought through before implemented.

229.
IN COMMITTEE REPORTS – Report of meeting held 26th July 2004 


Members received a verbal report of the meeting and agreed to proceed with matters for the redecoration of the buildings using the specification agreed and tendering procedure.


The possible re-siting of the Mayoral board was held over for further discussion.

230.
ACCOUNTS

2339 Mark Gabriel Artwork – Town Council Newsletter


90.00

2340 Shane Ball Gardening Services – July



          193.67

2341 FODDC – rates






          114.00

2342 The Crusty Loaf – DTTD refreshments



          138.00

2343 Adam Scott Fruit & Veg – DTTD – refreshments


17.21

2344 BT – fax







          151.64

2345 Design 4 Business – web design



          763.75

2346 P J & P D Adams – mowing, hedges, goalmouth KGV                    3364.31

2347 Ernest Heal & Sons – headstones



        3018.58

2348 Ernest Heal & Sons – Cemetery bins




70.50

2349 R J Contracting – KGV checks




          352.50

2350 BT – telephone






          174.80

2351 Merlin Waste Control – dog bin emptying



62.10

2352 Gloucestershire Market Towns Forum – subscription 2004/5            600.00

2353 A F Fowler & Co – DTTD – extension cable



12.59

2354 RBS Software Solutions – payroll 




  7.05

2355 GCC – paint – Royal Forest Centre




15.28

2356 V G Mitchell – salary




                    1168.49

2357 C Wilkins – salary




                      785.28

2358 Inland Revenue 






          254.58

2359 GCC – Pension 






          414.60

2360 npower – underfloor lighting





98.70

2361 Petty Cash 







50.00

2362 Royal Forest Centre – strimmer                                                           350.00

2363 Forest of Dean Radio – DTTD – Donation                                            50.00

2364 Protech – copier – copies                                                                       52.88

2365 Xerox – copier rental – to be re-imbursed by Protech                         513.24

2266 Coleford Youth & Community Centre – Donation – 50 Ann. D Day   25.00
 








       12908.75               

INCOME

High Interest Account

12/07/04 Gross Credit Interest





297.95

27/07/04 Norwich Union Monthly Income




   10.11

Current Account

08/07/04 Ernest Heal & Sons (King)





115.00

15/07/04 Ernest Heal & Sons 
(Crook)




150.00

There being no other business, the Mayor closed the meeting at 9.36pm
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